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Re. 2! 


Am oblig’d to break off my Ob- 
fervation on the Peace and Publick 
Affairs, to fpeak to fome moft Ne- 


ceflary Parts of Trade, which come in 


the Way juft at this Time, and which 
muft befpoken to now, or we may for 


ever after hold our Tongue, 


Ts wa 


It is our Misfortune, that being pufh’d 
by the Neceffiry of Affairs, we arc o- 
blig'd to lay Taxes upon almoft every 
Trifle ;in which Circumftanceit falls 
out,. that feveral Things happen, which 
really ar¢ fatal in themfelves to the ge- 


neral Good of this Nation: The unhap- 


gurfoay, June 5. 
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py Conteft which fometimes ftrugglesin 
the Breafts, fof even our Legiflators 
themfelves, abour whether fhould: be 
Tax'd, Trade or Land, produces none: 
of the beft Effects. . If I may {peak free- 
ly, Tradeand Land are in a ‘ftrit Con- 
federacy in this War ; and as the Dutch 
faid in their late Memorial, they are to 
affift each other. with all their Forces ; 
not fo. much Difputing which has Con- 
tributed moft, asftriving to out do each. 
other; bit yer even -in this,. fome juft 
Proportions muft be obferv’d, and chofe: 


Proportions are neceffary to both, 
ow 


I may {peak as a Merchant, to which I 
had the Misfortune to be bred, I muft 
own, Trade feems to be Over-loaded in 
our Way of Taxing, pone? I might 
fry, Unequally Loaded, \ 

“Lhings prefs'd too hard, I mean efpeci- 
ally our-Foreign Trade; I meed not,re- 
.. at what I have faid, of the Regard 
there fhould be had in Taxing, ro lay 


no Duty but what can be raid, teaft N 


the Trade fink, and whatis already laid 
be loft: I muft now defcend to a Vul- 
gat Error, as I think it is,zin our Tax- 


-es on Trade, viz. Taxing Stockin Hand, 
~and this Tmuft fpeak to. alittle, thas. 


the Inconveniencies of it to Trade, 


~which perhaps are not now feen, may 
- appear. ee 


If by: Taxing Stock in Hand of Fo- 
reign Goods, you Underftand Stock in’ 
the Harid of the Importer, Khave not 
one Word to fay, for this is no more 
than’ Taxing the Importation a litele 
back, perhaps half a Year, or lefs, and 
is of no great Confequence, -nor-worth 
‘Complaining for : But if you come to 
extend it ro the whole-fale Dealer, you 
lay the Foundation of Ruining-our 
whole Inland Trade, I mean as to Fo- 
reign-Goods. 

The Wholefale Tradet-is the Medium 
betweemthe Merchant and the Rerailer:; 
He buys of the firft and fells ta the laf, 
and hasnothing to do immedtately, with 
either the Confumer at Home, ‘or the 
Producer Abroad: It is the wholefale 
Man that gives Spirit and Life to our 
Trade; *tis.on his Stock the Retailer 
Trades, and by his Cafh-the Merchant 
fupports his Credit: He fweeps. off 
whole Cargoes, clears the Waretioufes, 
the Wharfs, the Ships, and isthe Nati- 
on’s Magazine of Commerce: He buys 
in Quantities, lays:in a vaft Stock, and 
gives Credit all over the Nation. 


_and in fome. 


rs 


come on Shoar, and by this new Acci- 
dent want a Demand; this makes the 
Merchant fink the Price, tho’to /ofs, for 
fell he muft ; by this the Wholefale 


‘Man is Ruir’d, for having a great Quan- 


tity @n kis Hantts, he lofes Stock and 
Block ; all the Tax, and a great part of, 
the firft Coft, fafls upon him, and wants 
a Market too, and. by this he is un- 
done. 

But thé «not all, it notonly Ruins 
the préfent Wholeiale Men, but it Ruins 
the future Wholefale Trade ; for the 
Wholefale-Men not daring to buy Quan- 
tities, all your Companies and Mer- 
chants muft turn Ped/ars, and'the Pub: 
lick:Sales of Goods muft be divided ins — 
te fmall Lots, fo thar every: Coffee: Man, 
every private Family, every Retajler, 
will buy their Coffee, their Tea, _ their 
Drugs, ce. of the Merchants, and‘ at 
the Eajt-India Sales, and the very Be- 
ing and Occafion fer a Wholefale, Man, 
finks and dies away at once, 

And to carry it farther, for Evils.in. 
Trade never reft where they: begip ; the 
Ruin-of the Wholefale-Man. is the Rue 
in of Frade in General, for the Merchants 
or Importers cannor. drive half the 
Trade they do, if they muft wait the 

Confump- 
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mmiption of theit*Geods, and. {ell 
n about in {mall Lots and littke Par+ 
only, as People want them. The 
“Trade confifts in two Things ; 


met 


 (r.} The quick return to the Merchant. 


a7 


(2.) The many Hands and Stock, thro’ 
which, and by which, it is Managed. 


The Merchant's Stéek is fuppofed ro lye 
in the Factors hands, in Shipping in Ad- 
ventures, and the like: tf when his 


_ Goods arrive, he can not fell them in 


Bulk, and receive his Money. in Lump, 
and at a fhorr Day, he cannot Trade, 


he cannot pay his Bills, fic out his Ships, 
~ ferid out his Cargbes, &c 


&c. His Trade 
will be reduic'd to lefs than half what it 
will otherwife be. Again, "Fhe Retail= 
er is a Man generally of a weak Stock, 
a narrow Compafs, and a {mall Trade; 
he nmft havé Credit, and long Credit 


woo ; if he can have no Credit, he can 


Buy’ but a little, jul from Hand. to 
Mouth, like a poor Houfe-keeper thar 
buys‘his Coals by the Peck ; he cannot 
go to the Merchant, or to the Compa- 
nies Sale, but ig obliged to the Whole- 
fale Men for the Capacity he is in to 
Trade, and Trades upon their Stocks. 

The Wholefale-Man is the Life of 
both thefe ; he is tie middle between 
the Extremes; his Stock is large, his 
Courage in Trade generally good; he 
ventares here in buying great Quanti- 
ties, there, in giving great Credit, and 
by him alone, both the Merchant and 
the Retailer.are Supported ; he finds the 
MerchantMoney, theShopkeeper Stocks, 
and Trade a Circulation, 

I have nor Room to enlarge on the 
Extraordinary figure this particular Spe- 
cies ofa Ttader- makes among us; 1 
fhall {peak ro ir hereafter, but by tha may 
be feen, that Taxing Stock in thele 


inf 
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‘Hands, is 


_ By the firft, che Importer, who fétches ~ 
the Goods home isenabled to Trade — - 


what is menrion’d above; but on the o- 
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uinous to Trade, and De- 
ftrnctive to the Confumption of the 
Goods, therefore fhould by all means 
be avoided; efpecially where the Fund 
is fufficient, as laid upon the Importa- 
tion, as has been our Cafe in many 
Things, and I believe is now. 

The Notion of Taxing Stock in 


Sane here 


Hand, generally rifes from a Suppofiti- 


on, that the Dealeré generally run into 
great Quantities, and Stock themfelves 
before-hand, fo thatthe Merchant will 
have none left in his Hand ro Tax =~ 
Now, tho’ this were true, yet is not the 
Damage equa] tothe ffl Confequences cf 


ther Hand, as this is true in one Cafe, 
fo is it in another ; for as the little 
Tradefmen furnifh themfelves before a 
Tax Commence; fo.do private People, 
and in the interval, between the Voting, 
paffing, and raking place of a Law for 
a Tax, every Family, every Confumer 
ftores himfelf; let the Stock in Hand up- 
on Paper, the Stock in Hand upon Soap, 
and fevetal other Things now to be 
Tax'd, anfwer for this; and I ad eet to 
common rsa whether all the 
Shops an 

not emptied ro the laft d®gree, fo that 
the Trifleto be found will not be wosth 
naming ; and thus, no doubt, ic will be 
aes with Coffee, Tea,and other Things 
alfo, 

In fome Goods, indeed, this cannot 
be; but even inthofe, they run the 
Traders upon the Neceffity of Conceal- 
ing the Quantities, and this is done at 
the Price of two very unhappy Hazards, 
1, Lofs‘of the Goods, if difcover'd ; 2. 
Perjury and lofs of Principle, in Con- 
ceating; bur thefe are both Rifques 
which forme People will ran, and Im- 
pofing Oaths, feems an Evil in this Na- 


tion, that wants as much Refcrmation, 
as 
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Warehoufes in England, are 
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as any Vice we labour under — 
Which befides the Crime, has this i 
Honeft Man, and gives a Rogue the 


Advantage, and with this Aggravation 
roo, .that the more Rogue the more 
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A Generous and Unparallell’d Propofal. 
2 IS Propos’dto improve Lands in @ 
short Time, owe Fourth Part im their 
Real Value, (either to Sel) or Lett) without 


Charge to the’ Owner. Tou may be inform’d 


by she Printer of this Paper, leaving 4 Shilling 
toward the Charge of this Adversifement, and 


bis Trouble. 
QO itive tes sin 3 Parts,con- 


taining, 1. Reflections on the 7thEdi- 

ion af Mr. Martin’ s ‘Treatife of the 
Feneeat Difeafe. 2. An Examination of 
the Charitable Surgeon, The Generous Sur- 
gcon, The Tomb of Venus, and.a pretended 
aew Method of euring this Difeafe. 3.A 
brief Enquiry into the Ancient and erie 
Staté of the Praétices of Phyfick and Sur- 
gery; a full Account of Quacks y then (in 
a concife Method) is fhewn the Caufe, Na 


ture, Signs, and Dangerous Effes of this’ 


Difeafe, various ways of Receiving, Symp- 
tomes firft Di/covering, and only Method 
of preventing its Infection ; together with 
the befc, mo cheap, fafe, fpeedy, eafie and 
private Methods of Cure. Asalfothe Canfe 
and Cure of Old Gl..ts in Men, andWeak- 
nefes in Women. The Second Edition 
Enlarg’d, Sold by D. Brown without Tem- 
ple-Bur, G. Strabin, at the Golden-Ball in 
Cornhill, and B, Barker, in Weftminfter-Hall 
and by the Author, Dr, Spike, at ‘his 
Houle atthe Golden- Ball, 3 Doors direétty 


Printed for, and fold by Fobn Baker at the Black-Boy in 
er- Row 
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rable Mifchief in ir, ‘that it pinches the 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


paft the Sun-Tavern, in Milk-ftv 
Cheapide. Pricezs, | 

ee. Juft Publifh’d = 
Seafonable Advertifement, git 
A: count of fome Dangerous Opi 
with aDireBion te fome foort Treatifes, wt 
in thofe Opinions are Explain’d and Confi 
Printed for F. Baker, at the Black-Boy iw Pa- 
ter-Nofter Row. Prive td. 


HE Scots Reprefentation 30 Her 
T% againft Serting up she Common-Prayer 
Book in Scotland. Sold by Fs Bskerat the 
Biack-Boy in Pater-Nofler-Row. Price 2G. 


ARTEN Abridg’d: Or, a Com- 
pendium of the Seventh Edition o- 
his Treatife concerning the: Venereal Di- 
feafe and other Secret Infirmities in both 
Sexes, Ceataining whatever is neeeflary'ce 
the Koowledge of the Symptoms, Caufes, 
and Cure of that Odious Infe@ion, &c. 
as alfa the tie and Abule of Mercury, Mif 
chiefs by Quacks, &e. Bythe the Anthor 
ef the Treatife aforementien’d. London, 
Printed for and fold by him at his Hovfe ia. 
Hatton Garden. Alfo by N. Crouch ia the 
Poultry, A. Bettefworch on LendonBridge, 
P. Vareane at Seneca’s Head in the Strand, 
C. King in Weftmiafter Hall, M. Atkins’ 
ia ‘St. Pauls CRurch Yard, Bookfellers > 
And D. Leach in the little Old Baily. Price 
Ritch'd 1s, Beand 1 s. 6d. 
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